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But homoeopathic or imitative magic by means of an
image has not always been used for the maleficent purpose
of injuring or killing a foe. Occasionally it has been employed
for the benevolent purpose of enabling the practitioner to be
born again to a higher form of life. On one occasion it was
so employed by the Rajah of Travancore in Southern India,
as we learn from the following passage of a contemporary
English writer. "Among the natives of Malabar every
man is confined to his own caste, follows the profession of his
ancestors, is married in childhood to his equal, and never
rises higher than the limited sphere in which he was born :
there may be exceptions, but they are very uncommon. One
indeed of an extraordinary nature occurred during my resi-
dence in Travancore : the reigning sovereign, who was of an
inferior caste of Brahmins, advanced himself into a higher,
by purifications, gifts, and ceremonies, part of which con-
sisted in his majesty passing through the body of a cow,
of the size of life, and made of pure gold : this was the last
stage of purification ; and when performed, the cow was
divided among the Brahmins/' The same writer adds in a
footnote : " Orme ascribes a different cause for the king of
Travancore's regeneration to that given to me by his subjects,
who, perhaps, were withheld by fear from assigning the true
reason. ' The king of Travancore has conquered, or carried
war into all the countries which lay round his dominions, and
lives in continual exercise of his arms. To atone for the blood
which he has spilt, the Brahmins persuaded him that it was
necessary that he should be born anew : this ceremony con-
sisted in putting the prince into the body of a golden cow of
immense value ; where, after he had lain the time pre-
scribed, he came out regenerated, and freed from all the
crimes of his former life. The cow was afterwards cut up, and
divided among the seers who had invented this extraordinary
method for the remission of his sins.* " x
Further, homoeopathic or imitative magic by means of an
image may be resorted to with the kindly object of facilitating
a woman's childbirth. Thus in Perak, one of the Malay
States, during the seventh month of a woman's pregnancy,
" a palm-blossom is swathed to represent a baby with a child's
1 J, Forbes, Oriental Memoirs (London, 1813), i. 377.
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